.+ The expedition searching for
the bodies of British climbers

George Mallory and Andrew Ir-
_vine had established five camps
) Hp-the North Face of Mt. Everest
and was working to set up a
~$ixth when the mountain un-
leashed .its fury. As expedition
leader Andrew Harvard and
" journaglist George Bell report in
. this update, filed Oct. 13, a mild
fgll in the Himalaya came to an
.gbrupt end.

=By,Andrew Harvard

with George Bell

MT. EVEREST, Tibet — Our ex-
-pedition has fallen victim to a sud-
den and severe blizzard that has
pinned down climbers in scattered
camps along the upper mountain
. trail and has made it impossible to
‘advance above Camp Five at
125,500 feet.
.*.The snowstorm struck the
‘North Face six days ago and has
-~dumped more than four feet of
~snow. At one point, the storm pelt-

“Winds have been filerce and unre-
[lenting, often exceeding 50 m,p.h.
;and wind-chill temperatures have
dropped lower than 20 degrees be-
rlow zero.
41, The blizzard caught us by sur-
prise. The monsoon season had
Jipassed, and it appeared to be too
“early for the onset of the harsh Hi-
“malayan winter. When the first
snow came, the 30 members of our
Zlimbing team were spread out
.along the 13-mile route from Base
Camp at 17,000 feet to Camp Five.
‘Some were transporting supplies
-{o.higher camps, others were set-
tléed in camps and engaged in
tasks related to our upcoming
search for the bodies of Mallory
‘and Irvine, who disappeared in
. 1924,
! Asithe ferocity of the gnows in-
r:.reaq@, ‘Westerners ang Sherpas

-

ed us with golf ball-sized hail. "

'5'$torm stalls Everest team

scrambled for the camp nearest
them, and there they remained,
with few exceptions, holed up in

tents for six days.

After four days, we decided the
expedition could lose no more time
in stocking the high camps as a
prelude to establishing Camp Six
at 27,500 feet. This will be our
highest camp and will be situated
in.the area where expedition
chairman Tom Holzel's research
indicates we have the best chance

Frozen rain pelted
the team, and the
wind blew so furi-
ously at the camp
that a shovelful of
snow, tossed into the
air, blew horizonally

out of sight.

to locate the bodies of the British
climbers or artifacts from their
summit attempt, an attempt
many believe was successful,

It was decided that a team of
seasoned Sherpas and expedition
cinematographer David Brea-
shears, the only American to
twice reach the 29,028-foot top of
Everest, would make the harrow-
ing three-mile trek from Camp
Four on the North Col to Camp
Five to finish stocking the higher
camp. That morning, eight of our
most experienced Sherpas set out,
each carrying a 45-pound load of
supplies — tents, stoves, food, fuel,
oxygen. The eight Sherpas were
able to make Camp Five and re-
turn by late afternoon.

The next day cloud cover broke
and, under blue skies, Breashears
and three Sherpas, Nawang, Pa-

sang Tsering and Dawa Noru,

each carrying 60-pound eads, set

out for Camp Five, ' 1‘-""

As the team continued, the
wind suddenly picked up. At the
24.500-foot mark, Breashears no-
ticed the Sherpa ahead of him was
no longer standing stralght up,
but was tilted to the right in an
attempt to counteract the wind,
now blowing at more than 50
m.p.h. Two hours later the team
arrived at Camp Five. The wind
had intensified to 70 m.p.h.

Standing in the snow-swept
camp, Breashears and the Sher-
pas debated whether to dig out the
buried tents or erect a new one.
They decided to set up a tent and
began the arduous task of shovel-
ing a level surface on the snow
floor. Frozen rain pelted their
faces. At that high altitude, each
man had to pause after two or
three shovelfuls to gasp for
breath. The wind blew so furious-
ly that a shovelful of snow, tossed
into the air, blew horizontally oul
of sight. Finally, a two-man tent
was erected and the four exhaust-
ed men piled inside.

Later that night the wind ex-
ceeded 100 m.p.h. “Then we be-
gan to hear sounds like pistol
shots,” Breashears said. ''The out-
er fabric of the tent was being
bombarded by three-inch-thick
pieces of airborne ice.” He slept
very little that night, finally plac-
ing cotton in his ears to silence the

howling wind.
Shortly before dawn, the wind

slowed by about 50 m.p.h, The
team brewed tea, packed, and be-
gan the descent to the North Col
camp. Camp Five was now fully
stocked.

If the weather clears up, W¢
should be able to set up Camp Six
within another week. From ther¢
we will begin our long-anticipated
search for the lost climbers.
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Climber-filmmaker David
Breashears has made
the most of the high life

Ey Nathan Cobb
GLEONE STAFF

ONCE HE grets to knew you a bit, Diavid Brea-
ghears will begin to reveal the bits and pleces of
ki unusual life, from a chBdhésd darkened by &
violerd father to his ambivalense about the for-
bidding moustain to which his nare has become

| tightly linked. He will talk about growing up
' serawny yet becoming i begendary scater of nock

- faces and jeefalls, About a nomadic and releptliss

 workstyle that saw him Jog some 200,000 alr

. miles Last year slone. Ard about sammiting
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Driven to the

I:nul;;mrm:.r tragedy during which efzht climbers
perished.

Bust sitting in i noliy local péstaurant on & Te-

g cent Sunday morming, precisely dissecting hia

toasted bapel with chive chieess and tomators,
tha 43-year-old climber-cum-filmmaker is re-
duced to quoting Yogi Berra in self-summation.
Breashears carefislly Folds his parrow hands and
lears aerosa the emall table, His metallie-blos
eves peer siraipht ahead. “When you come Lo a
fork In the road.® he declares evenly, *take it.*
And 20 be has, Frequently, Mext month,

2 Ereashears = who lves in Brighfon as much a3

he: lives amywhers — will embark on an 15-city

&' tour to promoete “High Exposare,” an satobiogra

piy that chanicles his diverse climbing Bfe. (The
biook was aided in mo small measare by Jeff
Loeg, a Colorado cutdoor writer.) Urse some-
thing of & young cult figure xmong the rock-
cimbieg dudes of the Recldes, Bréashears later
beécama the first American to twiee summit Ever-
et and the first person o rarsmit live images
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Fear of large subjects

“To falk whout laspe ssbjecis
freaked B oot sags Choa, who
congidess her fermer husband a
good friend. “These ‘wete subjorts
ke, "Where are we gong io el
and ‘Ary we gelng to bave a fumdy?
Tt juat. & Jot of stress on him to think
shout. these thinga. He aveided talk-
ing atoul them .., | wanted & B,
and a life with him 1 wastad io
ahare experiences. | odid not thrive
glore. [ wan unhappy.”
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